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The federal crackdownon on-line child

'iwrnography has inflamed the debate over
.^ether new laws are needed and has
dShfronted America Online Inc with a

^;|̂ zardous public-relations dilemma. '
. ^ Federal agents arrested adozen people

l!]mtionwide on Wednesday, alleging they
the America Online service toswap :

r«giti2ed photographs ofchildren ages13
^d younger engaged in sex acts.

The dragnet setoff frenzied jockeying
^ sound bites By proponents and oppo-
jnents alike in the fight over new curbs to '
.'tto obscenity in (7berspace..Both sides

, ;-hailed theFBI sweep asvalidation oftheir
rdiametrically oppcsed arguments. •:
;5J Sen. James Exon, widely viewed by
^fenizens of the Internet as the leading
^emy of free expression on-line, put out a
•̂^tementsaying this week's,arrests "il-

:|{|QKtrate the growing problem ofcomputer
"joroography." He cajled for ^restrin-
Ipnt laws'̂ lo^*^ those whoE transmit .

^'llrMecent material over computernetwoj^
childrenhave(q)to access.'!i' .

&mSn "ftif' j
emocrac^ijind'Te<i^

;bo^ new !c6mter^that:the'

all, "The ^»d TC
done about this. We hope this wffl frame' sored!''saidbhethtern^^
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the debate aod convince c6njg;ieK we don't . ad in hewi^apers yesterday;'
need the kind of blunderbuss approach
advocated by Sen, Exoh.". ^ .

That leaves America Online and other
on-line services, and Internetaccess prot
viders, smack in themiddle. They clearly
thrive inpart based.on the^e-wheeling
"and sexually-laden communication that
flourishes on the Internet and elsewhere..
Yet they haven't found a way to help
prevent toe minuscule traffic inblatant ;!; *'NOyl)ut,r^ _
illegal materials that also tak^place.;^^ stia^dne'r^jc '̂receiv^^^

For the on-Une business, the challenge tions asking f(^iex, phone seac
will be how to forestall r^trictive meas-I . sex;among otherintimate^^^i^^
ures that tiMiple on the'free expresaon /Adults cleiarty have the ri^tfiy
many customere seem to desire^ while Jn such, flirtations. But th^i^
backing efforts to eliminate child pomog- ;• on-line sites also cai letadiHts"
raphyandon-line activity that endangers minors. Should America Online
children./--; .

The child-pom fallout "cbiiid be ast
damaging to their brand as bad ham-i^
burgermeatwould be toMcDonald's-and
maybeevenmoreso," says JohnList®of
the brand-identity firm Lister;Butler Inc.j-
'T don't exactly seehow they're going tol
correct it.*^,Guy Smith, chairman of crisis- ^
management firm Smith Worldwide Ihc,,/
adds. "It's a verydifficult public-relations

screen shot featuring -
ica." America Online itselfaflow^^ to
sign on ;wph]^ously 4nd form, th '̂own

s so-cafled. "chaVrooras'̂ withfiti^ suchas
"hot talkin"hm(^.'V "

Yesterday, one userin the"Mjm^ve^-
hotunder2Uera^e'* v. chat /ooiffi^
"Anybody have anyhotslioit
young giris like'me?" Resj^nd^

ijikesomej^Di i

And should Congress adopttpu^efm^-
uries S^Wngto limit the fi^for^uSJ

no indecenpy st4tuEtha&u
can p^ ttat win; be'efferar^^a^iDst
[ele^nici;stalkers^''#i:uesK
of HbeCenter for Democrapy ari(W®ibI-
og^*'Tqun^lawViiforc^entliOTfife
the i^d^of tools the FBI is

^But j^raopponent Patrick^tni^W)f
situation simply becauseit casts theHrst ^ theAmerican Family Assocfs
Amendment,against thepotratlal abuses't/^ thatthejUsQiieDepartme^
ofif.partiajflariy^th ^
PlayinglSilRacl^

-S®̂ i!^-_i, U'̂ !jnited! Unc8h-f Justice's^^scenlty division-diilnpiie
BushAdro«!:i:trat!on.


